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SUBJECT: NIEHOUS KIDNAPPING - PRESS COMMENTARY ON MRS. NIEHOUS' 
DEPARTURE, INTERIOR MINISTER'S VIEWS 

REF: CARACAS 8386 

1. CARACAS DAILIES JULY 10 GAVE FULL COVERAGE WITH PHOTOS TO 
DEPARTURE TO NEW YORK OP DONNA NIEHOUS, ACCOMPANIED BY HER SON 
CRAIG THE PREVIOUS DAY ON A PAA PLIGHT. STORIES NOTED THAT SHE 

WAS ACCOMPANIED TO PLANE BY DISIP AGENTS, AND ACCORDING TO SEVERAL 
PRESS VERSIONS, ALSO BE AN PBI AGENT "LEONARD ESMOND BROWNSEN" 

WHO (ACCORDING TO ONE VERSION) ARRIVED TWO DAYS BEPORE SPECIFICALLY 
TO ACCOMPANY MRS. NIEHOUS BACK TO THE U.S. STORIES ALSO CLAIM 
THAT REPORTERS ATTEMPTED TO INTERVIEW MRS. NIEHOUS BUT WERE 
PREVENTED PROM DOING SO BY VENEZUELAN POLICE AND THE "FBI AGENT." 
OTHER STORIES, HOWEVER, NOTED THAT BROWNSEN WAS MERELY PRIEND OP 
THE PAMIL6. 

2. FURTHER, IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION PROM A NEWSMAN REGARDING 
THE WHEREABOUTS OP NIEHOUS, INTERIOR MINISTER LEPAGE IS 
REPORTED TO HAVE REPLIED ON JUNE 9 THAT THE GOV IS WORKING 
INTENSIVELY TO FIND NIEHOUS AND HIS CAPTORS AND THAT THE 

GOV HAS NO INDICATION THAT NIEHOUS MAY NOW BE OUTSIDE THE 
COUNTRY. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 CARACA 08468 122234Z 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY HAS LEARNED THAT MR. BROWNSEN IS IN 
EACT AN EMPLOYEE OE OWENS-ILLINOIS AND A CLOSE FRIEND OE THE 
NIEHOUS FAMILY WHO CAME TO CARACAS TO ESCORT MRS. NIEHOUS HOME. 

INDENTIEICATION OE BROWNSEN AS EBI AGENT BY SOME SENSATIONLIST 
CARACAS PAPERS IS UNEORTUNATE IN THAT IT IS NOT ONLY EALSE BUT 
MAY BE ALSO READ BY NIEHOUS' CAPTORS AS INDICATING THAT USG HAS 
CONTINUED TO TAKE ACTIVE ROLE IN PROTECTING MRS. NIEHOUS. 
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